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KHAMSAI PANYADEE

No cause for celebration

WOMEN'S DAY
SUPARA JANCHITFAH

century ago, woemen in 17
cotmntries observed the firss
Intemational  Women's
Day. Thelr very first de-
mands were the right o
vabe and to hald public office, and 1o an
| end o discrimination on the job,
However, these demands were niot
by & well-neganised and well-funded znt-
sulfeage nunement which argued tha
most wormen really did not want the
vote, and thery wene pecluabily nol gualified
10 exereise it anyway.
Lonme 100 years later, women around
the warld, including in Thaidland, scill
have o strugple in erder 1o obtain thelr

rights.

Laraliess kharsal Panyides i among
rmany wormen beaders who have
at the Royval Plaza to demaid the gov
e sabee their problems,

Thie 53-yoar-obd worman has been biv-
img an 1.5 rai of land since she was barn
but she does not own iu She wants the
govemment (o grant her and her 62
neighbours conumuenal cwnerdhip cover.
g 115 rad of land.

-_——

Khamsad's Porrsavean village b located
opposite & techalcal school in Chom
Thong. Chiang Mal. The village I8 s
reunded by plots of land that already

have title deeds.

't it that the ploi of land
that we live is (classed as) forest land™
she asked. Khamsai and her neighbours
were charged with trespasilng on foredt
larud aned heer eviminal cowrt cade B ochied-

wled 10 be held at the %.ﬂmﬂ.ﬂ.
Theey also (nces chasges relating to global
warenid

"lhﬁhw?ﬂi.MMIhM
warming charges for 1.5 rad of land, bus
1 harve no maney 5o | have 1o slave away
to grow more trees in many different
diszricts i pary te fine,” she said, adding
thiat it Is disheanmening 1o see that many
infuential people can encroach on forest
land and dwn many Large plots of Land
without being charged.

"They own more than they can cul-
tivate and the law b5 not enforced on
them,” she said bitterly,

Ehamsal said she psst wansed hes small
plot of Land foe shelter and 1o grow some
vegetsbles. Yet all her life she has lived
with ro security of Land  She
had to drop out from school at grade
three because of her family’s Rnancial
difficubties. When she had her trmm child-

| ren, she wamed them to study but she

had to send them to work in a factory,

"My children started working when
they were young. One of my daughters
began working as a fsctory worker when

TPURE Bangkok Post (8 3.9, 54)



